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Background
Introduced in 2013, Sing for Pleasure’s Young Conductors Programme offers a year’s tuition in all
aspects of conducting skills and techniques for up to 8 scholars aged 1825.
It provides exceptional and transformative musical experiences for talented young musicians keen to
embark on a conducting career, but unable to finance the specialist training they need.
The programme was launched in
response to high demand for our
regular bursary scheme from young
students interested in taking our
highly respected conductor training.
With repeatedly more requests than
we could fund, we realised there were
many promising young conductors
who could benefit from an intensive
programme such as ours, but who
needed financial support to fulfil their
aspirations. This has been borne out
by the fact that since 2013, over 50
applications have been received each
year for just 6 places.

Programme Outline
During the year, our Young Conducting Scholars:
❏ receive quality training with builtin learning progression; starting at Foundation Level,
they progress through two Intermediate courses to Advanced Level, where they can expect to
conduct complex choral works accompanied by orchestra. Sessions on technique are
combined with workshops featuring plenty of podium time to practise their skills, and watch
others in action.
❏ benefit from onetoone mentoring sessions, with their course leader tailoring aspects of
tuition and coaching to meet their individual needs.
❏ have the opportunity to represent Sing for Pleasure at certain events, enabling them to
expand their musical networks – which can be invaluable as they embark on their career.
❏ are supported in finding a local choir to work with, if they do not already have
associations with one.

Programme Outcomes
By the end of their scholarship year, these talented young people will be equipped with the vital skills and
techniques necessary for a successful career in choral conducting; we take great pride in the fact that the
programme has nurtured their musicianship and leadership skills, and has supported their transition from
music education to the professional music world.
We also find that our scholars form a closeknit peer group, sharing their experiences and developing
supportive friendships which extend beyond the actual scholarship year.

The beneficial outcomes extend beyond those selected to take part in the programme, too, reaching out
via their acquired skills to other musicians  both adults and children  with whom they work as a
conductor; and to the audiences for whom they and their groups perform.
As a result, the programme plays a key part in helping to sustain the UK’s vibrant choral tradition.

Past Scholars’ Views
What impact does the programme have on those taking part? Three former Young Conducting Scholars
share their thoughts below; they echo the sentiments expressed time and again by those selected to
receive a scholarship, and indicate just how valuable the experience is for their career development.

Michael Betteridge
“Despite predominantly being a composer, the training has been invaluable in
every aspect of my work. Not only are all my choirs stronger, better and enjoying
singing even more than before, my work as a composition/songwriting workshop
leader in schools and communities has improved through the quality of my
delivery of singing and vocal work.
My vocal/choral compositions and arrangements are also, without a doubt, more
idiomatic and powerful, due to excellent resources, opportunities and support from
the charity. Alongside this, the network of conductors (also with very varied
musical careers) has given me the opportunity to branch out and collaborate with
many different individuals and enhance all my musical work. The support from SfP
entirely changed my outlook as a musician and I wouldn’t be where I am in my
career today without the organisation’s help, both past and continuing.”

Helen Briggs
“I had never directed a choir when I applied to be a Young Conducting Scholar; I
was very fortunate to gain a place and I can honestly say it is the best thing I have
ever done. The tuition is second to none, the people involved in the organisation
are now some of my closest friends... and the memories I have from my training
will stay with me for a long time. I particularly valued the emphasis on encouraging
conductors to think carefully about the singers in front of them, and working to
elicit the best choral sound that they, as a group, can achieve.
I now conduct a variety of school based choirs and use the principles learned from
SfP on a daily basis. I would not be where I am today had I not participated in the
programme, and I am extremely grateful to all the tutors for their continued support
and guidance.”

Neil Balfour
“[It’s made] a massive difference. I’m a singer and a pianist, and when I first
started conducting choirs, I thought ‘well, I understand singing, I can read the
score, and I can play the piano; here we go’. You really have no idea what you’re
doing, but the SfP scholarship has given me the right to call myself a conductor.
It’s a really holistic approach to conducting; I feel very confident taking on quite
epic works now, thanks to my training. And you build a network of professional
contacts, alongside the supportive one of SfP friends, tutors, mentors... I hate to
sound such a cliché, but it’s been lifechanging, absolutely lifechanging...”

The Scholarship Supporter Scheme
This scheme allows companies and individuals to donate towards – or to provide full financial funding
for – scholarship places, either for one year or on a regular annual basis. The key benefits:
❏
❏
❏
❏

you’re contributing directly to shaping the next generation of choral conductors
you’re contributing indirectly to the sustained vitality of choral activity in the UK
a raised profile for companies amongst our members, students and supporters
companies’ charitable donations are corporation tax-deductible at the current rate/s

For individuals who are UK taxpayers, your donation will go even further if you choose to Gift Aid it; we
can then reclaim an extra 25p from HMRC for every £1 donated.
We have created four different Supporter
levels within the scheme; if you prefer to
remain anonymous as an individual
member, please let us know and we will
respect your wishes accordingly.

To join the scheme, please complete and return the accompanying form; if you need further information
or wish to discuss aspects of the scheme, please contact us by phone or email.
Thank you in anticipation of your support.

About Sing for Pleasure
Sing for Pleasure (SfP) is a registered charity
whose mission is to encourage the enjoyment
of choral singing and development of
bestpractice conducting.
SfP was founded in 1964 as the British
branch of the international singing movement,
A Coeur Joie.

The following activity strands drive our mission forward:
❏

We offer high quality singing courses and
a nationally respected conductor training
programme for adults of all abilities, at both
professional and amateur level.

❏

We support learning in schools by offering
national curriculum compatible teaching
resources and INSET training.

❏

We run subsidised summer schools for
gifted children, supporting the development
of their choral and musicianship skills.

❏

We provide bursaries for choir masters and
teachers to attend our courses, and share
their learning once back in the classroom.

Scholarship Supporter Scheme: application form
Please complete and return via email to Caroline Sindall, Fundraising/Communications, Sing for
Pleasure at: fundraising@singforpleasure.org.uk

I/We would like to join as a Bronze / Silver / Gold / Platinum Supporter.
(please delete as applicable)

Please contact me/us to advise donation payment methods
I/we wish to support scholarships by donating on an ongoing annual basis
I/we wish to remain anonymous, as outlined for individual supporters
Title & Name
Job Title *
Organisation *

Address

Telephone
Email
Signature
Date
*if applicable.

Individual supporters who are UK taxpayers can also Gift Aid their donation, allowing us to claim an
extra 25p for every £1 given. If this is applicable, please mark X below and fill in the appropriate amount
to make the necessary declaration:
I want to Gift Aid my donation of £_______ and any donations I make in the future or have made in the past
4 years to Sing for Pleasure. I am a UK taxpayer and I understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or
Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my
responsibility to pay any difference.

Thank you for your support.

